The LARS Fox Hunt of Saturday 11 March 2006

Friday evening and Saturday early, I was charging all the battery packs.  The 7.2 volts at 4500 mA laptop battery was prepared.  All of it was stuffed into one smaller box and to put in the car.  Saturday morning Stanley, KD4ERF, and I decided to meet at Hardee's for breakfast.  

Saturday morning was pleasant and a little warmer than usual, but promised to get better before the storms come in.  Stanley and I met for breakfast.  We discussed keeping the hunt close to the start point, gas prices and all.  After breakfast at Hardee’s we headed out Hwy 192 to Saddlebrook Center.  Behind the drugstore was very appropriate spot for the FOX’s den!  The FOX radio used the eight cell battery pack and was set to 300 mW with a wire dipole on a short piece of coax attached. After walking around checking out the possible fox dens, we found a nice five set of unused pallets.  The FOX crawled under the bottom pallet and I laid a more solid pallet on top to protect FOX from Peter’s shoe soles. 

This FOX consisted of the Icom IC-2AT, eight cell slide-on battery pack, wire dipole and Fox controller.  It woke up and began barking at 10:00 AM.  And it was impossible to see!  Stanley went to the start point and I tried to keep a low profile.  They need to look for FOX, NOT Jim!

GPS said: 37 degrees and 06.216 seconds N


     84 degrees and 06. 480 seconds W


     1164 feet amsl

The following was transcribed from the traffic on 146.610. 

Timeline:

10:00   FOX was turned on.


10:09
Brian, KG4DIO ID’d.

10:10
Brian called Christy, KG4PIJ.

10:12
Peter, KJ4ND ID’d. 

10:13
Peter and somebody were discussing headings, about 30 degrees, N-NE.


10:14
Stephen, KG4LLB ID’d.

10:16
Peter and Brian, Where?

10:16-35    Long period of no traffic on .61.  What are they doing?  Trying to find the signal from the FOX less than a mile away?  During this time I talked with one of the girls from the drug store about what we were doing.

10:35
Peter said something, very noisy.

10:40   The hunters are finally going to leave the start point, going to exit 38 and get a (better) reading from the overpass.  Someone believes the FOX is in Jackson Co., they really do need to take another reading!

10:45
Brian and Diane drove up Boggs Road, stopped, I ducked behind SUV, they turned around and left. I thought they saw me.

10:46
Brian on .61.

10:47
Peter getting stronger here.

10:49
Peter arrived in the parking lot out front with Bill.

10:50
Peter is close, so he gets out the 5-element beam and begins searching in the parking lot!  How many times have I said to get away from metal to take readings?

10:51
SUV on Boggs Road, they turned around!

10:52
Brian and Diane drove up beside me, but as Brian grinned and pointed to me, I said, “Not me, you haven’t found the FOX yet.”  Brian said it was full scale with no antenna up there on Boggs Road (about 125 feet from FOX).

10:55
Brian walked around, pointed 3 times to the middle pallets and finally called the FOX; he thought if the pallet was lifted it may hurt the FOX! The top pallet protected the FOX from a certain doctor’s shoe soles.

10:55
Peter found FOX! He had to lift the pallet be sure.

10:56
Stephen and Christy drove up in that SUV from 10:51, then Stephen started taking the interior of my car apart, sure the FOX was within, NOT!  He was told, “You’re not to find the FOX by digging up his den; you are to use a Radio to search him out!”

11:02
Stephen, Christy and Bill Found the FOX.

11:02-09    We had a pleasant discussion and the decision was then made to get some food, Fazoli’s.

11:10
Jim went to retrieve FOX; top pallet uncovered the FOX, turned off and brought back.

This hunt showed the hunters still make too many assumptions, too early in the hunt, without sufficient experiential knowledge, which results in decisions detrimental to find the FOX in a timely and lower mileage manner.

Again, the simple step of taking a reading from a higher and clearer spot should rid them of some of those earlier assumptions.  Also, Brian made the comment that the stacked pallets were too obvious!  If they can’t see it, then the FOX is too hard to find, or now it is too obvious?

73 & GOD Bless

Jim, Fox, FOX, standing in the shade next to drug store, N4ICU, Obvious Fox ………

Scroll down to view photographs from the fox hunt !
Fox Hunt Pictures taken

by Jim Russell N4ICU, a.k.a. “Sneaky Fox”
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1.  Distant Picture of the fox’s “den”
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2.  The fox just before 10:00 a.m. being covered up for protection
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3.   Brian KG4DIO, finding the fox first !!
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4.     Peter KJ4ND looks closely at the fox !!
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5.   Peter seems afraid to pick up the pallet to see if the fox is really there !!
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6.    Bill KG4VRT  hunts the fox, as Peter KJ4ND watches !!
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7.    Christy KG4PIJ, Stephen KG4LLB, Bill KG4VRT, and  Peter KJ4ND
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8. Christy KG4PIJ, Bill KG4VRT, Peter KJ4ND, and Stephen KG4LLB look at

    signal strength field around the fox ! 
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9.    Stephen KG4LLB fearlessly picks up the pallet to reveal the fox !!
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10.  Bill KG4VRT watches as Christy KG4PIJ and Stephen KG4LLB look at the fox.
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11.   Stephen KG4LLB shows how a field strength meter can be used to point to the fox!
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12.  The Hounds – minus Bill KG4VRT and Helen KG4VRW
